
f
)

. !
AUG 29 1924

,
I

~ Pictures C~.
U.S.A.

o oplays lretroj,uthor of

I!ESS OF THE·D~tmBER'P1""I'--..-:t-=-~
.%~.Story b7 Thomas Ba.rd7

Scenario b7 Dojrotq Farnum! ,

.<Q)CLl 20527 J

,-



I

AUG t:9 /924

Blanche Sn t
Conrad Nagel
Stuari Holmes
George FawoeU
Tiotor,y BatemBn
Courten~ Foote
Joseph J. Dowling
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Tesl
Angel Clare
Aleo D'Urbervi1le
John ~beytie14

Jj»&n Durbeyfie1d
Diok
the Priest
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"~ess of the ,D'11rben'111es" is a. oreen version by Dorot~ Farnum
o~ the tamotlll 'o"'el by '!'homas Har~. It i8 a 'Marshall Neilan
production presented by Lnuis B. !.layer throu etro-Go1dwyn.
'!'he ~olusive distributors thorughout Great Britain are Jury_..
lIetr"o-Goldwyn, Ltd., Sir 1l11am Jury,managing direotor.

Old 11IaI"be71ield, village drtmkard aJI4 father ot a large- brood or 1mngr,y
children, in essex, Eng1 d, learns from the pastor of the church, who
is an antiquarian, that tlie Darbyfields are really descendants Of the
ancient tamily ot D'Urbervllle, long sinoe gone to seed under the carelessness
of poverty.

With rustio ~unning, he plans to take advant8..ge of the news to get his family
~.,.-----int-o-t-he-goodgrace-s rAl~Stone, anard drinking, hard riding sqUire, Who

. has bought the historic D'Urberville estates, and taken the D'U'rberv,llle name.

Darbeytield sends his oldest daughter, Tess, to the D'Urberville mansion to
app17 tor work, and lea, strack by her fresh young beau~ welcomes her to

1---4---f..:..-,.------·employment as a: housemai • Using force when she repels his eage "Mvanoes
he cornptls her to nee back home - disgraced.

Tess returns to her people, but her father has died and the whole burden of
the ~amlly Is on Tess's shoulders. Dispossessed trom their home, Tess is
-de.sperate, when she meets Alec D'Urberville ag6.1n. He proposes mrriage th1 s ~

time and guarantees to support her poor, starvl'ng mother and brothers and
sisters.

'fess goes to London with him and he demands that she first ,t a trousseau fit
for the wife ot a D'U;t"berville. That ni~ht, resplendently gowned, she is
taken to' a tashionable night club, and there shea meets Angel Clare.

Angel and Tess nee as the police are informed of the trage~. Bat se~ a1
c!ql later, they are oaptured ~id the Druid ruins at Stonehenge. Te I 11

ed tor her orime, While 1 el Clare, outside the prison sees the black
Ilag'rise as a sign ot Tess's death••He teels that his soul has lett his bod7

and blended everlastingly ith that of his dead levee

Angel has retarned from South mariea with the intention of forgiving Tess and
again seis1ng the happiness that he has tossed f1JNS:Y. Told at her home that
she is in London, he is seeking her when they t.

Her baby dies, and Tess leaves home again to work" in the great dairy farm at
Ta1botha\vs. There, starting life anew, she lu:mriates in the clean happiness
Of hard work. And there she me.ts Angel Clare, a yOImg gentleman who is
stUdying f with the idea of making it his life work. Their idyllic
romance is 1IbdeIIe~""by Tess's consoiousness of her past, and, when he proposes
marriage, she slips a note under his door confessing everything. But the
note slips under the rug in his room, and when he marries her he has no know
ledge of Alec or the baby.

That knowledge, comes the nig~ of their wetding, hen Tess thanks him for
i'orglving her. He-ci.oe.sn't torgive, tmugh, and, heart broken, he sails to
South America to seek forgetfulness an a raneh there.

Alex uickly leads her aWIJ and drives her, distraoted, to his home in essex.
Angel Clare tollows them in another motor Car. He'arri. 0 find that Tesl
has IDl1rdere4 her betrqer, who again sought to bend her to his Will.
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Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
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